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  Letter dated 24 July 2007 from the Permanent Representative of 
Angola to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 
 

 On instructions from my Government, in its capacity as host of the sixth 
ministerial meeting of the zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic, held 
in Luanda on 18 and 19 June 2007, and as Chair of the Zone, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith the Luanda Final Declaration and the Luanda Plan of 
Action adopted at the meeting (see annexes). 

 I would be grateful if the present letter and its annexes were circulated as a 
document of the sixty-first session of the General Assembly, under item 15 of the 
agenda. 
 
 

(Signed) Ismael A. Gaspar Martins 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 
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  Annex I to the letter dated 24 July 2007 from the Permanent 
Representative of Angola to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General 
 
 

  Sixth ministerial meeting of member States of the zone of peace 
and cooperation of the South Atlantic 
 
 

  Luanda, 18 and 19 June 2007 
 
 

  Luanda Plan of Action 
 
 

We, the Ministers of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic, 
hereinafter referred to as “the Zone”, meeting in Luanda, Angola from 18 to 19 June, 
2007, on the occasion of the VIth Ministerial Meeting of Member States of the Zone, with 
a view to revitalizing the activities of the Zone; 
 

Having realized the need for follow-up on the provisions of the Buenos Aires Plan 
of Action, adopted by the 5th Ministerial Meeting, held in Buenos Aires from 21 to 22 
October, 1998; 

 
Welcoming the conclusions and recommendations of the three Workshops of the 

Zone, held in 2007, within the framework of the “Luanda Initiative”; 
 
Having agreed to adopt the Luanda Plan of Action, we commit ourselves to 

ensuring its implementation as follows: 
 
 
 

I. Economic Cooperation: Contributing to Poverty Eradication by Creating 
Partnerships for Sustainable Development, Trade, Investment, and Tourism   

 

In order to increase cooperation in vital areas such as Clean Fuels and 
Environmentally Friendly Energy/Biofuel, Agricultural and Livestock Production, 
Human Resource Development, HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis, Biotechnology, 
Education and Infrastructure Development, agree to:  
 
1. Enhance the exchange of information, successful national experiences, lessons 
learnt as well as to exchange knowledge and technology, promote closer ties between 
business enterprises of the countries of the Zone, including trade fairs and commercial 
missions by encouraging, inter alia, the establishment of Diplomatic Relations among 
all Member States of the Zone;  
 
2. Promote South-South cooperation, particularly in the fields of Science and 
Technology as well as in the Development of Human Resources;  
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3. Further develop transportation and communication within the Zone in order to 
facilitate greater contact, promote trade and enhance tourism among the Member States 
of the Zone;  
 
4. Encourage the reinforcement of private sector cooperation, in particular business 
associations and Chambers of Commerce, to promote reciprocal investments and trade; 
 
5. Encourage greater exchanges among civil societies of the Member States of the 
Zone, including in sports as well as the enhancement of cultural cooperation, bearing in 
mind the importance of youth and gender issues and the significance of the African 
Diaspora in South American countries; 
 
6. Establish an Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on economic cooperation in order to 
contribute to poverty eradication by creating partnerships for sustainable development, 
trade, investment, and tourism. 
 
II. Crime Prevention and Combating Drug Trafficking, Illicit Trade in Small Arms 

and Light Weapons and Transnational Organized Crime, including Piracy 
 

In the pursuit of crime prevention and the combating of illicit activities such as 
drug trafficking, the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons as well as other 
transnational organized crimes, including piracy, across the regions of the Zone, have 
decided on the following joint actions according to their national legislation: 

 
1. Encourage technical cooperation for human and institutional capacity building; 
 
2. Promote the exchange of experiences and best practices related to the reduction of 
the demand of illicit drugs with the objective of reducing the use and abuse of illicit 
drugs in the States of the Zone and generating greater resources for the treatment and 
social reintegration of drug dependents, and to foster cooperation among countries of 
origin, transit and destination in combating traffic in human beings, drug trafficking, 
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and transnational organized crime, 
including piracy, as well as for the establishment of early warning information on 
planned trafficking activities;  
 
3. Emphasize that national policies could be complemented by regional, sub-regional, 
and international agreements, including through cooperation among the Member States 
of the Zone, for their implementation; 
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4. Promote the full implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for 
the Prevention, Combating and Eradication of the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in All its Aspects, and support regional efforts to curb the flow of ammunition, 
as well as the implementation of regional initiatives with the same goal; 
 
5. Foster cooperation for the reinforcement of border security and control; 
 
6. Establish an information exchange and sharing network of Zone Member national 
authorities and institutions, including through judicial cooperation; 
 
7. Establish or strengthen national arms registries, control policies and systems, 
including legislation, safekeeping of government inventories, building capacities in 
customs and law enforcement agencies; 
 
8. Establish national and regional marking and tracing mechanisms; 
 
9. Implement surplus and obsolete arms and ammunition destruction policies; 
 
10. Design and implement public awareness campaigns, including with the 
participation of civil society; 
 
11. Promote and exchange experiences on the voluntary surrender of illicit small arms 
and light weapons; 
 
12. Request the Chair of the Zone to resume consultations with the United Nations 
International Drug Control Program on cooperation with the Member States of the Zone 
for the development and implementation of an anti-drug initiative within the Zone; 
 
13. Establish an Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on combating illicit activities and 
transnational organized crime to further explore priorities, opportunities and 
mechanisms for cooperation among the Member States of the Zone and with relevant 
international institutions and organizations. 

 
III. Peace, Stability and Security, including Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding within  

the Zone  
 

In order to improve the capacity of Zone Members to engage in peacebuilding and 
peace support operations, further agree to take the following actions, taking into account the 
primary responsibility of the United Nations for the maintenance of international peace and 
security: 
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1. Establish modalities for more effective cooperation, coordination and harmonization 
with regional and sub-regional organizations, in particular with the OAS, the African Union, 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Economic Community of 
Central African States (ECCAS), Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) and the 
Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC), especially in the fields of 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding, and take appropriate steps to take advantage of the 
provisions of the Security Council resolution 1631, regarding cooperation and coordination 
between the United Nations and regional as well as sub-regional organizations in maintaining 
International Peace and Security in conformity with Chapter VIII of the United Nations 
Charter; 
 
2. Increase cooperation among the Member States of the Zone as well as with the 
international community on issues such as capacity building, logistics and information 
exchange; 
 
3. Participate in the United Nations Registry of Conventional Arms;  
 
4. Further increase the use of the existing Training Schools and the International and 
Regional Peacekeeping Training Centre, among others; 
 
5. Promote the role of regional and sub-regional peacekeeping and peacebuilding efforts 
and operations in accordance with chapter 8 of the United Nations Charter;  
 
6. Undertake practical measures to address existing gaps between the United Nations 
mandates and the situations in the area. These measures could include: 

• periodic updates of the Blue Book; 
• establishment of permanent mechanisms for information gathering and sharing 

in the field; 
• periodic update of the mandates as per the information obtained by these 

mechanisms; 
• revision of the participation of the medical element in the missions; 
• increment of the information on the context of the conflict, needed resources 

for the operation, and lessons learnt;  
• inclusion of local legal and cultural frameworks to the mandates;  
• joint training for the different participating agencies; 
 

7. Explore the possibility of organizing joint exercises at the Zone level; 
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8. Promote, improve upon and deepen the capacity of Member States of the Zone to 
provide continuous support for, and participation in United Nations peacekeeping and 
peacebuilding activities; 
 
9. Develop a list of Zone Member national institutions and contact points as a data 
base for information exchange and for facilitating the exchange of best practices; 
 
10. Establish an Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on Peacekeeping and Peace Support 
Operations to further explore priorities, opportunities and mechanisms for cooperation 
among the Member States of the Zone. 
 
IV. Scientific Research, Environment and Marine Issues  

 
 In this field, also agree to encourage Member States of the Zone to: 
 
1. Engage in joint technical and scientific projects involving the protection and 
responsible management of their marine resources; 
 
2. Strengthen human and institutional capacity-building, including through the 
promotion of effective and responsible Flag States practices and participation in 
Regional Fishing Management Organizations (RFMO) to combat and control Illegal 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing; 
 
3. Promote the human rights of seafarers and request Member States of the Zone to 
consider setting up mechanisms to protect their rights; 
 
4. Promote coordination of the international positioning on Genetic Marine Resources 
and IUU Fishing to ensure that the common interests of the Member States of the Zone 
are adequately treated in the competent international and regional fora; 
 
5. Promote continued dialogue on the issue of intellectual property rights, as they 
relate to genetic marine resources in areas beyond national jurisdiction, so as to achieve 
a common understanding on the applicable regime; 
 
6. Generate a research cooperation project among Zone Members on marine 
biodiversity and ecological issues; 
 
7. Promote joint projects to explore existing institutional capacities to combat illegal 
spillages and dumping of toxic waste; 
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8. Share experiences on efficient national surveillance and enforcement systems; 
 
9. Promote and maintain effective Flag State controls, including through the Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS), prevent and combat the issuance of flags of convenience 
among Zone Members; 
 
10. Develop a list of Zone Member national authorities and institutions as a data base 
for information exchange and to promote South-South scientific and technical 
cooperation; 
 
11. Establish an Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on Scientific Research, Environment 
and Marine Issues to further explore priorities, opportunities and mechanisms for 
cooperation among the Member States of the Zone. 
 
V. Cross-cutting Issues and Means of Implementation 

 
In order to promote the Zone as an effective mechanism for South-South 

Cooperation and implement the adopted Plan of Action, request the Chair to: 
 

1. Promote the mainstreaming of the principles, recommendations and decisions of the 
Zone in all international and regional fora; 
 
2. Ensure that the Luanda Declaration and Plan of Action are presented to all relevant 
international and regional organizations and agencies, particularly the United Nations General 
Assembly; 
 
3. Carry out a review of national and multilateral financial mechanisms which can be used 
to finance projects in the Zone, consistent with the Buenos Aires Plan of Action; 
 
4. Mandate the Permanent Committee to provide the framework and the format for the 
national needs assessment and to collect the results for the creation of a Zone capacity-
building framework to guide the capacity needs of its Member States; 
 
5. Maintain a documentation and database facility for all Zone countries to access in 
pursuance of the objectives of the Luanda Declaration and Plan of Action. 
 
VI. Implementation and Follow-up Mechanism 
 

In order to ensure that the coordination of the Zone’s initiatives are strengthened, 
further agree to: 
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1. Request the Chair, in consultation with Member States of the Zone, to make 
recommendations on mechanisms for the sharing and dissemination of information among 
Member States of the Zone, including through the design, maintenance and publishing of a 
website; 
 
2. Request those Member States of the Zone that have not already done so, to appoint a 
national focal point and to inform the Chair accordingly within 30 days of the adoption of this 
Plan of Action; 
 
3. Request the Chair to give priority to conducting a meeting with either the national focal 
points or the Permanent Committee of the Zone within 90 days of the adoption of the Luanda 
Plan of Action to develop the activities, modalities, and schedules for its implementation. The 
operational guidelines and final schedule should also contain, if possible, a funding plan for 
the support of the activities that emerge; 
 
4. Request the Chair to convene meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Groups to facilitate the 
exchange of information and the promotion of practical and concrete actions among the 
Member States of the Zone within 90 days after the national focal points or Permanent 
Committee meeting; 
 
5. Request the Chair to continue to provide oversight of the implementation of the Luanda 
Plan of Action and its implementation schedule, as well as to ensure that the Zone develops 
rules of procedure for the Permanent Committee and Ministerial Meetings. 
 
 
Adopted in Luanda on 19 June 2007. 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 24 July 2007 from the Permanent 
Representative of Angola to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General 
 
 

  Luanda Final Declaration 
 
 

The Ministers of the Member States of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the South 
Atlantic, hereinafter referred to as “the Zone”, meeting in Luanda on 18 and 19 of June 
2007 on the occasion of the Sixth Ministerial Meeting of “the Zone”:  
 
 
1. Recall the United Nation’s General Assembly Resolution 41/11 of October 
1986, in which the Atlantic Ocean, in the region situated between Africa and 
South America, was solemnly declared “Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the 
South Atlantic”, as well as other relevant United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions;  
 
2. Recall the final Declaration and Plan of Action adopted at the Fifth 
Ministerial Meeting of Member States of the Zone held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentine Republic, on 21 and 22 October, 1998;  
   
3. Stress the role of the Zone as a forum for increased interaction among its 
Member States and acknowledge with appreciation the valuable contribution 
made by the 1st Africa-South America Summit held in Abuja on 26-30 November 
2006, particularly in reference to article 7 of the Abuja Declaration on the Zone, 
which mandated the strengthening of regional cooperation on peace and security 
among organizations and mechanisms in which they are members, mentioning the 
Zone as an important instrument for consolidating peace and security;  
 
4. Affirm that our endeavors are guided by the principles and purposes of the 
United Nations Charter and by full respect for the principles of International Law, 
including the principles of sovereignty and sovereign equality of states, territorial 
integrity, settlement of international disputes by peaceful means, non-intervention 
in the internal affairs of states, bearing also in mind the responsibility of each 
Member State to protect its population from genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity;   
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5. Reaffirm the importance of preventive diplomacy, peacemaking, 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding for the maintenance of international and regional 
peace and security;  
 
6. Reaffirm further the important role of women in the prevention and resolution 
of conflicts and in peacebuilding, and stress the importance of their equal 
participation and full involvement in all efforts for the maintenance and 
promotion of peace and security, and the need to increase their role in decision-
making with regards to conflict prevention and resolution;  
 
7. Reaffirm also their commitment to promote and protect the rights and welfare 
of children in armed conflicts. Welcome the significant advances and innovations 
that have been achieved over the past several years. Welcome in particular the 
adoption of Security Council resolution 1612 (2005) of 26 July 2005;  
 
8. View with concern the continuation of situations that adversely affect the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of some Member States of the Zone;     
 
9. Support efforts by Member States of the Zone in promoting the principle of 
settling disputes by peaceful means and in finding negotiated solutions to 
territorial disputes affecting Member States of the Zone;  
 
10. Call for the resumption of negotiations between the Governments of the 
Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2065 (XX) and other 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on the “Question of 
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)” with a view to finding as soon as possible a 
peaceful, just and durable solution to the sovereignty dispute;  
 
11. Reiterate the commitment of the Member States of the Zone to democracy 
and political pluralism and to the promotion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the right to development, and in this regard welcome the 
establishment of the United Nations Human Rights Council and the Peacebuilding 
Commission as a concrete achievement of the implementation of the 2005 World 
Summit decision;   
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12. Recall the importance of the full implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, 
taking into account the consequences of climate change for all countries, in 
particular for Small Island States; 
 
13. Recognize the importance of the International Criminal Court and encourage 
Member States that have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the 
Rome Statute that established the International Criminal Court;  
 
14. Recall the previous final declarations of the Zone reaffirming that issues of 
peace, security and development are interdependent and inseparable, and consider 
that cooperation among the States of the region for peace and development is 
essential to promoting the objectives of the Zone;  
 
15. Express concern that Africa is the only continent currently not on track to 
achieve any of the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration by 2015, 
and in this regard emphasize that concerted efforts and continued support are 
required to fulfill the commitments and to address the special needs of Africa;  
 
16. Agree on the need to attach priority to the fight against hunger and poverty 
and emphasize the need for the international community to promote innovative 
sources of additional funding on a sustainable basis to enable the fulfilment of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals;  
 
17. Emphasize the need for the international community to fully implement the 
global partnership for development and enhance the momentum generated by the 
2005 World Summit in order to operationalize and implement, at all levels, the 
commitments in the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and 
summits, including the 2005 World Summit and its Development Follow-up 
Resolution;  
 
18. Call upon the United Nations system and the international organizations and 
institutions, including the Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade 
Organization, to translate all commitments made at the major United Nations 
conferences and summits, including the 2005 World Summit, in the economic, 
social and related fields into concrete and specific actions in order to achieve the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals;  
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19. Stress the need for the United Nations to play a fundamental role in the 
promotion of international cooperation for development and the coherence, 
coordination and implementation of internationally agreed development goals, 
including the Millennium Development Goals, and actions agreed upon by the 
international community;  
 
20. Reiterate that the increasing interdependence of national economies in a 
globalizing world and the emergence of rule-based regimes for international 
economic relations have meant that the space for national economic policy, that is, 
the scope for domestic policies, especially in the areas of trade, investment and 
industrial development, is now often framed by international disciplines, 
commitments and global market considerations;   
 
21. Further reiterate that it is for each Government to evaluate the trade-off 
between the benefits of accepting international rules and commitments and the 
constraints posed by the loss of policy space and that it is particularly important 
for developing countries, bearing in mind development goals and objectives, that 
all countries take into account the need for appropriate balance between national 
policy space and international disciplines and commitments;   
 
22. Reaffirm the commitments made in the Doha Ministerial Declaration and the 
decision of the General Council of the World Trade Organization of 1 August 
2004 to fulfill the development dimensions of the Doha Development Agenda, 
which places the needs and interests of developing and least developed countries 
at the heart of the Doha work programme, and call for the successful and timely 
completion of the Doha round of trade negotiations with the fullest realization of 
the development dimensions of the Doha work programme;  
 
23. Call for the abolition of unfair trade practices and express their desire for a 
more just and fair global trading regime for the benefit and welfare of the peoples 
of the region;  
 
24. Reaffirm the willingness to build a solid basis for increased cooperation in all 
areas with potential for joint action especially in the economic, investment, 
technical, environmental and cultural fields and in particular, in tourism and 
sports;  
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25. Express the need for exchange of information on successful national 
experiences, lessons learnt as well as for technology transfer in order to foster 
cooperation in, among others, the areas of Clean Fuels and Environmentally 
Friendly Energy/Biofuel, Agricultural and Livestock Production, Human Resource 
Development, HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis, Biotechnology, Education, 
Infrastructure Development;  
 
26. Acknowledge the potential for trade within the Zone, recognize the need to 
improve lines of communication and transportation, and express their intention to 
foster economic and commercial exchanges as well as the role of the private 
sector and the civil society, and agree to actively support all efforts to intensify 
business cooperation as well as other activities geared towards increasing trade, 
investment and improve capital flows among Member States of the Zone;  
 
27. Further acknowledge the cultural linkages between Africa and South America 
and encourage greater exchanges among their respective civil societies including 
among non-governmental organizations related to youth, women and sports as 
well as enhancement of cultural cooperation bearing in mind the significance of 
the African Diaspora in South American countries;  
 
28. Emphasize the role of regional and sub-regional integration in improving 
international competitiveness of national economies and contributing to their 
development and recognize the importance of coordination with regional and sub-
regional organizations within the space of the Zone, such as MERCOSUR, the 
African Union (AU), the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), the 
Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and the Central African 
Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC); 
 
29. Welcome the establishment of the Commission of the Gulf of Guinea as a 
sub-regional vehicle for cooperation, promotion and maintenance of stability and 
security, and for the attainment of the principles and objectives of the Zone. In 
this regard, express their gratitude to the Government of Angola for hosting the 
headquarters of the Commission and facilitating the operationalization of its 
secretariat;  
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30. Express the determination of Member States of the Zone to prevent and 
eliminate terrorism, in accordance with the relevant international conventions and 
Security Council resolutions;    
 
31. Welcome the ongoing efforts aimed at reforming the United Nations in order 
to render the Organization better equipped to deal with the current challenges to 
international peace and security. In this regard, call for an urgent reform of the 
Security Council – an essential element of our overall effort to reform the United 
Nations – and express support for its enlargement in order to make it more 
broadly representative for the developing countries, efficient and transparent and, 
thus, to further enhance its effectiveness, its legitimacy and the implementation of 
its decisions;  
 
32. Welcome the positive developments underway in the African countries, in 
particular in those Member States of the Zone in post-conflict situations and invite 
the International Community, including the United Nations, regional and sub-
regional organizations and international financial institutions, to complement and 
strengthen the peacebuilding and development efforts being made by the 
governments of these countries;  
 
33. Support the work being carried out by the Peacebuilding Commission and 
express satisfaction for the election of Angola, one of the Members of the Zone, 
as its first chairman, as well as for the selection of two African countries to be the 
first on its agenda and in particular Sierra Leone, a Member of the Zone;   
 
34. Express their willingness to contribute to the enhancement of the existing 
mechanisms and capacities of prevention and resolution of conflicts within the 
Zone, as well as support peacebuilding efforts in the increasing number of 
countries emerging from conflict in Africa, in particular Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) and Security Sector Reform (SSR), 
including through the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission and the African 
Union Framework for Reconstruction and Development;  
 
35. Express support for the leadership of the African Union Peace and Security 
Council in its efforts to prevent and resolve conflicts in Africa, bearing in mind 
the primary responsibility of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace and 
security in accordance with the United Nations Charter. In this regard, commend 
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the progress made in the resolution of conflicts in Africa and call upon the 
International Community to continue to complement efforts aimed at achieving 
lasting and durable solutions to remaining armed conflicts;  
 
36. Express deep concern over the negative role of the illegal exploitation of 
natural resources in fuelling conflicts and note with satisfaction the ongoing 
efforts in Africa, in particular by Member States of the Zone, for the 
implementation of a legal framework aimed at tackling this practice and to this 
effect, call upon the international community to support these efforts, including by 
implementing the relevant provisions of the Security Council resolution 
1625(2005);  
 
37. Stress the importance of United Nations Peacekeeping Operations, to which some 
Member States of the Zone are major contributors, and in this regard recognize the 
potential for cooperation to strengthen the capacity of the Member States of the Zone to 
participate in peacekeeping operations;  
 
38. Welcome a holistic conception of peacekeeping operations that takes into 
account security, economic development and political aspects, and take note of the 
role of new stakeholders, particularly civil society organizations;  
 
39. Stress the importance of international support on issues such as capacity 
building, logistics, and information exchange and the use of the existing Training 
Schools and the International and Regional Peacekeeping Training Centres among 
others;  
 
40. Agree to implement concrete measures dedicated to peace support proposed 
by the April 2007 Montevideo Workshop held within the framework of the 
“Luanda Initiative”, aimed at improving cooperation among Members of the Zone 
on peace, stability and security, including conflict prevention and peacebuilding in 
the Zone;   
 
41. Express their support for the full implementation of the zero tolerance policy 
regarding cases of crimes committed by personnel deployed in United Nations 
peacekeeping missions, particularly the victimization of women and children, and 
welcome efforts being undertaken by Member States of the Zone to address such 
violations;  



A/61/1019  
 

07-45319 16 
 

42. Recognize the importance of the role of regional and sub-regional 
peacekeeping operations, such as the current African Union, Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and the Central African Economic 
and Monetary Community (CEMAC) operations, as a complement of the role of 
the United Nations in this area in accordance with Chapter 8 of the United 
Nations Charter and stress the need to further develop this role through the 
creation of a legal framework and capacity building including through cooperation 
among the Member States of the Zone;  
 
43. Welcome the adoption by the Security Council of resolution 1631(2005) 
regarding the cooperation and coordination between the United Nations and 
regional organizations, commend the African Union for the establishment of a 
Standby force and stress the need for the full implementation of the 2005 World 
Summit Outcome to develop and implement a 10-year Plan for capacity building 
with the African Union;  
 
44. Further welcome the Security Council Presidential Statement 
(S/PRST/2007/7) of March 28 2007, entitled “The relationship between the 
United Nations and regional organizations, particularly the African Union, in the 
maintenance of international peace and security’’;  
 
45. Stress the need for the full implementation of the United Nations Programme 
of Action for the Prevention, Combating and Eradication of the Illicit Trade and 
Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its aspects, and support 
efforts to curb the illegal flow of arms and ammunition, particularly within the 
Zone;  
 
46. Emphasize the importance of cooperation in promoting and strengthening 
regional, sub-regional and national initiatives to prevent, combat and eradicate the 
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and in this regard welcome efforts by 
Member States of the Zone at implementing the Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its 
Aspects;  
 
47. Urge States that have not done so to sign, ratify and implement the 
“Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer 
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of Anti-personnel Mines and on their Destruction” and to cooperate in the field of 
demining;  
 
48. Recall the 1994 Declaration of the Zone on the Denuclearization of the South 
Atlantic adopted by the Third Ministerial meeting and accordingly undertake all 
efforts to prohibit and prevent in their respective territories and jurisdictional 
waters, the testing, use, manufacture, production, acquisition, receipt, storage, 
installation, deployment and possession of any nuclear weapon, as well as to 
refrain from engaging in, encouraging or authorizing, directly or indirectly, any of 
these activities in the South Atlantic;   
 
49. Reiterate their commitment to the non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and their complete elimination and in this regard call on the 
international community to adhere to the status of the Zone;    
 
50. Note with satisfaction the full entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons in South America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 
and reiterate the importance of the early entry into force of the African Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba);  
 
51. Reaffirm the inalienable rights of the Member States of the Zone to engage in 
research, production and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without 
discrimination in conformity with articles I, II, III of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty;  
 
52. Express their concern regarding the illicit traffic of drugs and psychotropic 
substances as well as transnational organized crime, including piracy and agree 
that high priority must be given to combating these problems as they represent a 
threat to the peace, security as well as the development of Member States and to 
the well being of their peoples;    
 
53. Recognize that transnational organized crime, human trafficking, particularly 
women and children, money laundering, piracy, drug trafficking, illicit trade in 
small arms and light weapons are interrelated, and  emphasize the need for 
comprehensive and integrated strategies within the Zone to effectively combat 
these scourges, and in this regard further emphasize that the implementation of 
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national policies and strategies must be complemented by regional and 
international agreements, including among the Member States of the Zone;   
 
54. Recall the 1996 Decision of the Zone  on Drug Trafficking  adopted by the 
Fourth Ministerial Meeting and stress the need for cooperation among origin, 
transit and destination countries in combating illicit arms and drugs, as well as in 
reinforcing border security and control;  
 
55. Urge States that have not done so to become parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three supplementary 
protocols;  
 
56. Recall the conclusions of the Third Preparatory Workshop on the Zone of 
Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic held in Buenos Aires in 2007, 
devoted to the issues of “sustainable use of genetic marine resources beyond areas 
of national jurisdiction and measures to combat illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing as well as their support to the conservation of marine 
mammals and their wish to cooperate on the non-lethal use of cetaceans;     
 
57. Acknowledge that the sustainable and equitable use of Genetic Marine 
Resources presents an opportunity for cooperation among the Member States of 
the Zone and recall the need for access to technology and enhanced international 
cooperation to achieve the sustainable and equitable use of those resources;  
 
58. Emphasize that any activity related to the biological diversity of the deep 
seabed beyond national jurisdiction should be carried out for the benefit of 
mankind as a whole, on the basis of the relevant principles and provisions 
governing the area and marine scientific research, as well as the need to 
coordinate actions aiming at securing the continuation of the efforts at the United 
Nations to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction, so as to define a regime 
for the benefit of all States, in particular developing countries;  
 
59. Stress that any discussion on an international regime on genetic resources beyond 
national jurisdiction should be held in accordance with the provisions and principles 
enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);  
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60. Recognize the need for continued dialogue on the issue of intellectual 
property rights as they relate to genetic marine resources in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction so as to achieve a common understanding on the applicable regime;  
 
61. Recall the conclusions of the expert meetings on the law of the sea in the 
Member States of the Zone, held in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo and 
Montevideo, Republic of Uruguay, on 12-15 June 1990 and 3-6 April 1991 
respectively, devoted to the development and implementation of the legal regime 
established by the UNCLOS;  
 
62. Encourage full participation in the activities of the International Seabed 
Authority;  
 
63. Further recall the 1996 Decision of the Zone on IUU fishing practices 
adopted by the Fourth Ministerial Meeting and express great concern over the 
continuation of such practices in the territorial waters of Member States of the 
Zone, and note that institutional capacities to combat IUU fishing should be 
strengthened and applied in the maritime areas of the Members of the Zone, 
including combating of illegal spillages and dumping of toxic waste;   
 
64. Recall the role ship crews play in protecting the Maritime Community in 
observing and reporting suspicious activities onboard their vessels and 
surrounding areas and welcome the adoption and continuing review, by the 
International Maritime Organization and the International Labour Organization, of 
guidelines on fair treatment of seafarers and encourage all States, including States 
in the Zone, to put in place mechanisms protecting the human rights of seafarers;  
 
65. Stress that one of the principal means to combat IUU fishing is responsible 
Flag and Port State measures consistent with international law as well as effective 
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs); 
 
66. Emphasize the need to strengthen capacity building, including through 
cooperation, assistance and research for the effective prevention of IUU fishing;  
 
67. Call upon Member States of the Zone to consider the possibility of becoming 
parties to the agreement for the implementation of the provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982, relating to the 
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Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory 
Fish Stocks adopted in New York on 4 August 1995;  
 
68. Stress the need for all Member States of the Zone to maintain effective Flag 
State controls, including through the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) and to 
prevent and combat the issuance of flags of convenience;  
 
69. Express serious concern with subsidies to the fishing industry, particularly by 
developed countries, as they contribute to IUU fishing, fishing overcapacity, and 
overfishing in the coastal waters of Member States of the Zone; 
 
70. Call on Member States of the Zone to develop programs to help them benefit 
from increasing revenues from their fisheries resources in order to combat the 
problem of IUU fishing in coastal waters, in particular African coastal waters;  
 
71. Reaffirm the importance of implementing the 1993 Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) “Agreement to Promote Compliance with International 
Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels in the High Seas” as 
well as other FAO Plans of Action and call upon those Member States of the Zone 
who have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the aforementioned 
FAO Agreement;  
 
72. Recall the 1994 Declaration of the Zone on the Marine Environment adopted 
by the Third Ministerial Meeting and the 1996 Decision on the same issue adopted 
by the Fourth Ministerial Meeting and underscore that pollution and toxic residues 
are a problem that should be dealt with, including through cooperation among the 
Member States of the Zone;  
 
73. Emphasize the need to revitalize the Zone and in this regard, recall the 1994 
Decision of the Zone on the Inter-sessional follow-up  mechanism adopted by the 
Third Ministerial Meeting of the Zone; acknowledge the utility of an open-ended 
Core Group of Members as established by the “Luanda Initiative”; further recall 
Annex 4 of the 1994 Zone Declaration on Business Cooperation, in particular the 
establishment of a Working Party and Ad Hoc Working Groups of experts drawn 
from Member States of the Zone and covering key areas of interest as provided 
for by the Final Declaration of the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Zone;  
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74. Agree to hold at least two annual inter-sessional meetings of the Permanent 
Committee to assess the implementation of its decisions;  
 
75. Further agree to hold its Ministerial Meeting on a biennial basis;  
 
76. Congratulate the Argentine Republic for its valuable work as coordinator of 
the Zone from 1998 to 2007;   
 
77. Commend the Government of the Republic of Angola for its significant 
contribution to the revitalization of the Zone, particularly, by generating the 
“Luanda Initiative” as a roadmap for the preparatory process of the VIth 
Ministerial Meeting, comprising workshops on issues of common interest held in 
New York in March 2007, in Montevideo in April 2007 and in Buenos Aires in 
May 2007;   
 
78. Express gratitude and appreciation to the Government and People of the 
Republic of Angola for their warm hospitality and generosity and the excellent 
arrangements made for the holding of this Meeting;  
 
79. Welcome with appreciation the offer by the Government of Uruguay to host 
the Seventh Ministerial Meeting of the Zone in 2009;   
 
80. Agree to adopt the annexed Plan of Action and request the current Chair to 
create the necessary conditions, including institutional ones, for its 
implementation.  
 
 

Issued in Luanda on 19 June 2007 
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